
Dear Customers,

The extended holidays in China related to Chinese New Year as a result of the novel coronavirus (“COVID-19”) outbreak 

and subsequent efforts to keep this under control worldwide have been further resulting into a massive series of blank 

sailing announcements by the shipping lines in all main trades, eg Asia to EU vv as well as Asia to North America vv.

This is not just limited to these trunk routes. Ripple effects will be seen in almost all trades. The blank sailings will last into 

March, and new blank sailings are being announced every day.

Expected consequences from the non-existing sailings will be a hyper tight capacity situation for many trades, especially 

when the production in China is back to normal (currently expected for end of March/April), accompanied by severe 

equipment shortages, and possible trucker and rail wagon shortages.

This situation has never been seen before resulting in an extraordinary market environment. 

Currently we are working with our network and our service providers to access and ease any impact for you, as our 

customer, as much as possible. Our foremost attention is to ensure and manage your supply chain proactively.

Carriers have announced a variation of extra expenses related to this special situation. The actual amounts depend on the 

trade lanes, however additional fees refer to but are not limited to Peak Season Surcharges, Congestion surcharges, 

extraordinary rate increases, rate premiums for ad hoc space etc..

To cover all of these extraordinary aspects, Schenker has been forced to implement a Peak Season Surcharge on 

the Exports to Far East, Middle East, and India Subcontinent effective from 01.03.2020 of 

USD 335/425,00 per 20’/40’/40’HQ and for LCL USD 11,00 per w/m.

Due to the extraordinary equipment situation in Europe it will also be implemented a Container Imbalance Fee to 

all trades of USD 100/teu effective from 01.03.2020.

We will do our utmost to keep any extraordinary cost limited and will discuss details with you.

Thanks for your understanding.
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