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Dear Customers, 
 

The impact of the COVID-19 virus pandemic keeps our industry in crisis mode. Our global COVID-19 
customer update should help customers to mitigate risk with frequent up-to date information. 

Twice a week we will provide our customers with up to date information addressing the impact the 
COVID-19 outbreak has on our business. Additional updates will be provided as the situation requires. 
Please continue to be engaged with your account managers on your latest updates, prices and 
projections. We continue to make every effort to support your business. 

 

DB Schenker Organizational Update: 

DB Schenker is closely monitoring the COVID-19 situation. With our local expert teams in almost 140 
countries, we are doing the utmost to provide the best service and information for every customer. With 
precautionary measures in place, we are aiming to maintain full operability across all DB Schenker 
operations. Our first priority is the health of our employees and partners. Therefore, we adhere to the  

recommendations of health experts, especially WHO, related to, for example, hygiene precautions. 

 

Ocean Freight 

Global 

(Mar 17, 2020) - Booking lead time in the backhaul trades are now approx. around 4 to 5 weeks. 

Equipment challenges in the inland EU and in North America, becomes more severe. We expect 

blank sailings expected to continue in all trades. The current shut down of public and private 

activities in several countries in the EU and in North America, are expected to weaken the import 

demand. 

(Mar 16, 2020) - The number of blank sailings, ex APAC, into the world has increased to 186 vessels, 
translating into approx. 2 Mio. TEU volume loss, which puts the equipment inventory levels in 
Europe and Americas at a critical low level. 
Furthermore, recovery of production is taking place in Asia with full throttle expected for April at the 
latest. Continued limited reefer plug availability in North China, hence re-routing of reefers possible.  

 
 

Europe 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Space and equipment remains very tight due to missing incoming sailings / equipment. 

Massive blank sailing program towards Asia during weeks 13-17 with significant capacity drop. This 

bottleneck creates notable rate increases. We expect the situation to last well into April and May. 

Exports to Americas less affected; no visible impact yet from the US travel ban and subsequent 
airfreight impact. 

(Mar 12, 2020) - Space and equipment very tight due to the missing incoming sailings / equipment. 
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(Mar 12, 2020) - Massive blank sailings towards Asia during week 13-17 with significant capacity drop. 
This bottleneck creates notable rate increases. We expect the situation to last well into June. 

(Mar 12, 2020) - Exports towards Americas less affected if at all. 

(Mar 12, 2020) - Exports to West (Trans-Atlantic, Latin-America) not affected. 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Currently all European DB Schenker Ocean Freight Offices and Branches are working 

at 100% capacity with precautionary measures in place for the health of workers. 
 
 

Asia Pacific 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Equipment shortage for exports on Ocean in India. 
 

Carriers characterize their operations in China as a start of "a recovery phase". Extended truck 

transit times have been reported and most trucking services are requiring advanced booking. 

DB Schenker Ocean Operations are not adversely affected by the BCPs in place at different offices. 

Container equipment shortage for exports from India due to the blank sailing programs. 

Delays in trans-shipment ports, as  the carriers are clearing backlog. Preparing for cargo rush from 

week 16 onwards due to COVID-19 impact as well as the upcoming Ramadan festival. 
 
 

Middle East/Africa 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Overall, we are closely monitoring the situation as the Ramadan season is around the 
corner. All ocean freight teams and offices are fully operational. 

(Mar 16, 2020) - The availability of equipment is putting pressure on cancelling bookings. As an 
alternative, DB Schenker is offering weekly less container load (LCL) consoles from the port of 
Jebel Ali to Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Kuwait has imposed a two-week official holiday with effect from March 12th. During this 
period, Kuwait Customs, Kuwait Ports Authority, and other ministries will be operating with skeleton 
staff. Delays in customs clearance and ministerial approvals are expected. 

(Mar 12, 2020) - Other than minor equipment shortage in Oman and Abu Dhabi, operations are back to 

normal. 
 
 

Americas 

(Mar 16, 2020) - Blank sailing programs continue and create equipment imbalance, especially shortage 

of equipment in inland depots / ramps as well as in the Gulf ports. Continue to expect free time 

limitations for Latin America. 

Please be informed that Peruvian government has declared the state of national emergency for a 

period of 15 days and implies mandatory social isolation as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak in Peru. The government also announced the total closure of the borders, suspending 

international passenger transport, by land, air, sea, and river. It must be noted the transport of cargo 

is not included. 

 

 

 

Schenker AS      
Geir Olav Hernaes      Phone:  +47 970 65 259 
Trade Manager      E-mail: geir-olav.hernaes@dbschenker.com 

Contact us 

Contact Us 


