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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear Customers, 

 

The fuel prices, which are currently rapidly rising as a result of the Ukraine-Russia conflict, have reached 

a new level. The German Federal Association of Road Haulage, Logistics and Disposal (BGL) warns of 

massive impacts on supply if necessary steps will not be taken to compensate for the increased costs. 

 

Diesel prices today are up to 50 % higher than in January 2022 on a daily basis, and even if the further 

development is not foreseeable, the forecasts presume that fuel prices will continue to remain at very 

high levels. 

 

Not only we, as DB Schenker, are faced with this situation, but also our transport operators in 

particular. The most common diesel agreements define the rates based on index values which are a few 

weeks old. In times of low-price volatility, this is a practical and proven method. However, if prices rise 

very quickly, there is a significant gap between the level of today's production costs and later revenue, 

which many market participants can no longer afford to finance in the interim. 

 

In this extraordinary and dynamic situation, we are aware of our responsibility – towards our transport 

service providers as well as towards you, our customers. 

 

In order to continue ensuring the transport services that are currently in high demand, we are forced in 

this special situation to implement an Intermodal Emergency Fuel Surcharge as of March 21, 2022 

(until further notice). 

 

This Intermodal Emergency Fuel Surcharge applies to all sea freight related pre-carriage and on-carriage 

transports for Full Container Load (FCL) and Less Than Container Load (LCL). 

 

This surcharge will be billed in addition to currently existing conditions and agreements and will be 
adjusted weekly for the time being due to the current volatility and dynamics of fuel prices. We 
deliberately decided to review and adjust on a weekly basis in order to take the changing conditions into 
account in a transparent and timely manner. 
 
For the period from March 21, 2022 to March 27, 2022 (calendar week 12), the surcharge is set as 
follows: 
 
 

Truck for European West- & North Sea ports for LCL & FCL: 11,4 % 
Rail for European West- & North Sea ports:     35,00 EUR per Container 
Barge for European West- & North Sea ports:    35,00 EUR per Container 
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This surcharge will be applied based on the respective value at time of the loading date for exports and 
the delivery date of the goods for imports, in each case at the customer or the loading/unloading point. 
 
Since a weekly publication of a price index for the diesel price development by the German Federal 
Statistical Office will not be possible in the near future, but we aim to offer you the best possible 
transparency of our calculations, we have decided on the publicly accessible German website at 
www.benzinpreis-aktuell.de, which publishes the nationwide average price per liter of diesel fuel on a 
daily basis. 
 
For the billing period from March 21, 2022 to March 27, 2022 we have calculated with a value of 1.855 
EUR / liter (excl. VAT). This represents the average price per liter of diesel fuel from March 11 to March 
17, 2022. 
 
Based on the above, our model leads to the following: when the price level falls, the rates/values of the 
surcharge also fall and, on the other hand, the rates/values increase if fuel costs continue to rise. 
 

We will publish the respective new values/rates on our website every Friday for the following calendar 
week. 

Unfortunately, there is currently no fundamental relief in sight. If this is the case and the average 
weekly diesel fuel costs return to the pre-war level of KW 8 of EUR 1.343/liter (net without VAT), we 
will immediately suspend the Intermodal Emergency Fuel Surcharge again. 

If you have any questions on this topic, your known contact persons will be happy to help and assist you 
at any time. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Best regards 

Your DB Schenker team in Germany 

http://www.benzinpreis-aktuell.de/
https://www.dbschenker.com/de-en/products/ocean-freight

